AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
U.S. Application No. 10/631,015 
Attorney Docket No. Q76775 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (original): A shading correction method for a heat development recording apparatus 

which exposes a heat development recording material including a heat development and 

photosensitive material or a photosensitive and heat sensitive recording material to a laser beam 

to form a latent image on the heat development recording material and performs heat 

development for the heat development recording material on which the latent image is formed, 

comprising the steps of: 

before the heat development recording apparatus is shipped, continuously outputting a 
continuous recording pattern to a recording surface, measuring recording density of the 
continuous recording pattern by a recording density measuring unit, generating a shading 
correction table for each pixel, and registering the shading correction table in a storing unit; and 

after the heat development recording apparatus is shipped without mounting the 
recording density measuring unit thereon, outputting a discrete recording pattern, measuring 
recording density of the discrete recording pattern for each discrete recording position, 
generating another shading correction table, and updating the shading correction table registered 
in the storing unit. 
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2. (original): The shading correction method for the heat development recording 
apparatus according to claim 1, 

wherein the continuous recording pattern and the discrete recording pattern are recorded 
with recording density including a plurality of half tone densities, and a shading correction of all 
gradation densities is performed by interpolating each intermediate recording density between 
one and another. 

3. (currently amended): A heat development recording apparatus which exposes a 
heat development recording material including a heat development and photosensitive material 
or a photosensitive and heat sensitive recording material to a laser beam to form a latent image 
on the heat development recording material and performs heat development for the heat 
development recording material on which the latent image is formed, comprises: 

a control unit which generates a shading correction table on the basis of measured results 
of the recording densities of [[an]] a shading correction pattern which is output and corrects 
densities upon heat development, 

wherein the control unit involves a connection unit for inputting measured results of 
recording densities from a first recording density measuring unit for measuring a recording 
density for each pixel of a first shading correction pattern which is continuously recorded on a 
recording density at each discrete recording position of a second shading correction pattern 
which is discretely recorded on the recording surface. 
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